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BETH EMETH CONGREGATION OF THE WEST VALLEY 
 

 

 
 

Hazzan Lev Ettelson 
 Spiritual Leader & Director of Education   

 
13702 W. Meeker Blvd., Sun City West, AZ  85375  
office@bethemethaz.org    www.bethemethaz.org 

Office hours Mon-Fri - 9 AM - 12 PM         (ph) 623-584-7210    

Follow us: 

 
 
 
   

Erev Yom Kippur  
Kol Nidre Wednesday, October 1 5:45 pm 

Yom Kippur  Thursday, October 2 9:00 am 

     Yizkor  Thursday, October 2 11:00 am 
     Mincha Thursday, October 2 4:45 pm 
     Neilah  Thursday, October 2 5:45 pm 

     Havdalah Thursday, October 2 6:50 pm 

Erev Sukkot  Monday, October 6 5:45 pm 

Sukkot 1st Day  Tuesday, October 7 9:00 am 

Sukkot 2nd Day  Wednesday, October 8 9:00 am 

Shemini Atzeret  Tuesday, October 14 9:00 am 

     Yizkor Tuesday Tuesday, October 14 11:00 am 

      Erev Simchat Torah  Tuesday, October 14 6:30 pm 

Simchat Torah  
Wednesday, October 

15 
9:00 am 

Break the Fast At the conclusion of 
Havdalah 7:00 pm 
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FROM THE DESK OF TOM BEHRENDT, PRESIDENT 

    Beth Emeth Congregation of the West Valley 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On Behalf of the Beth Emeth Congregation Board, a sincere thank you to the generous       
anonymous  donor who agreed to match Yizkor Pledge donations up to $10,000!  We hope that 
your generosity puts us over the top.  
In a separate email from the Board and Treasurer, we will inform you of how much was           
received. 
 
Thanks to all of the Participants that made our Yom Tovim so beautiful and meaningful! We 
hope you found meaning in the services and will return for Shabbat services during the year. 
 
Please save the date October 5th at the JCC to honor those taken hostage on October 7, 2023.         
Pre-Registration is required and carpooling will be available. It is so important that we stand    
together and show solidarity with the Jewish Community and Israel. See the flier in this issue or 
call the Office. 
 
Another date to earmark is Sunday, October 19th as we join with other Jewish organizations 
throughout the Valley to participate in a Jewish Expo. You will find more details  in this issue.  
 
The Search Committee has been established to put together a slate of Officers for the Board for 
2026 . Please let the Office or Marvin Wachs know if you have interest to serve on the Board 
and help grow our Congregation! 
 
As always, we welcome back the Snowbirds and hope to see all of you at upcoming events! 
         
          
 
 
 
Tom.behrendt@bethemethaz.org 
 
Remember to bring nonperishable food for Project Isaiah to Kol Nidre services!! 
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 Reflections on Torah and Tradition    
Hazzan Lev Ettelson 

 
 
 
 
 
“The words of the prophets are written on the subway walls and tenement halls 
and whispered in the sound of silence.” - Paul Simon 
 

The words of our prophets were too often disregarded, especially by those in power. Too many kings of 
Israel went down a path which diverged from the teachings of the Torah in pursuit of wealth and power. 
The prophetic voice, forged in solitude and silence (the still small voice), calls the people to care for the 
poor and vulnerable and return to the Torah whose “ways are pleasant and all her paths,              
peaceful.” (Proverbs 3:17) 
 

I don’t know a soul who’s not been battered 
I don’t have a friend who feels at ease 
I don’t know a dream that’s not been shattered 
or driven to its knees… 
Still, when I think of the road 
We’re traveling on 
I wonder what’s gone wrong…   Paul Simon 
 

The dream of The State of Israel was shattered on October 7, 2023. The war (which I pray is over by 
the time this comes to print) has taken a serious toll on the lives of too many people: the hostages 
(dead and alive), the Nova Festival attendees, the families in kibbutzim Kfar Aza, Be'eri, Nahal Oz,  
Magen and the countless widows, orphans and bereaved families in Israel and in Gaza (which has   
witnessed the death of too many children). The vast majority of citizens of Israel want the war to end, 
the hostages to come home, the suffering to end and a path forward for all people in the region. Israel 
has never been so isolated as it is now. As someone who loves the people and the land of Israel, I am 
deeply troubled by the direction it is heading. 
 
Likewise, in America, a nation built upon lofty aspirations, blood, sweat and tears, there are such deep 
divisions which threaten the foundations of our democracy. We have seen too many politically          
motivated assassinations and mass shootings, especially in schools and religious congregations. The 
erosion of civil discourse is threatening to tear us apart. The ones who suffer the most are those who 
are socially marginalized and economically vulnerable. 
 
In Pirkei Avot, Rabbi Chanina says, “Pray for the welfare of the government (otherwise) a person would 
swallow his fellow alive.” Yet, Rabban Gamliel says, “beware of rulers for they befriend someone only 
for their own benefit; they act friendly when it benefits them, but they do not stand by someone in his 
time of need.” The truth lies in the tension between the two. 
 
In the words of the prophet Micah: “You have been told, O mortal, what is good, and what God requires 
of you: Only to do justice, love goodness, and to walk modestly with your God.” I don’t know who the 
leaders are who can show us the way forward. My only hope is in the awakening of the Holy Spark in 
the heart of all beings. May the One who makes peace in heaven above, 
bestow peace upon us all. 
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From the Editor’s desk! 

Greetings! 
 
As the festivities of the High Holy Days comes to an end later this month with the     cele-
bration of Simchat Torah and we hear the utterance of the word ‘B’reshit’, “in the begin-
ning”. 
 
As the New Year 5786 gets underway, let this be as a new beginning for each of us. If in 
the past year, you fell short of your goals or getting everything on your ‘to-do’ list done, 
let this be the start of doing more, doing better. I try to live by the 2% better each day 
rule, or at the very least 1%.  
 
Did you attend events in the past year? If not, the new year is the time to attend...the 
time to participate. There are a lot of events coming up at Beth Emeth or Sisterhood or 
Hadassah or throughout the Valley! Whatever appeals to you, join in! 
 
Or maybe volunteer! Or become an Usher at services. We can always use an extra set 
of hands. Just ask. 
 
Whereas I usually post about donating money….and yes financial contributions are     
always welcomed!  As the new year starts, donating your time is just as important. 
 
In December, Sisterhood will host its annual Latke event...I am sure Ketzi has a list of 
openings for volunteers. 
 
In January, we will be hosting another Film Festival. Irene and her committee can always 
use help. 
 
In March, Natalie will hostess the Mah Jongg Tournament...she will be happy to teach 
you how to play. 
 
Or when you shop at Fry’s (don’t forget to link your card to Beth Emeth Congregation), 
buy an extra dozen eggs (or 2) and donate them to the Kiddush Committee.  
Every little bit helps a lot! 
 
We, the Officers and Committee Chairs, will try to say “thank you” more often as we truly 
appreciate your contributions to making Beth Emeth Congregation of the West Valley a 
great Jewish Community. 
 
B’ Shalom, 

 
 
 
 

 
Marlene Friedlander, Editor 
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From your 1st Vice President! 
 
Thank you to all those who sponsored Kiddushim this past year.             
The Kiddush Committee looks forward to preparing many more in the   
coming year. 
 
Immediately following the Havdalah services at the end of Yom 
Kippur, we will have our Break the Fast in the Social Hall. Cost 
is $18 per person. Please contact  the Office to attend. 
 
 
 
Shalom, 
Marilyn Hope 
Marasha Tikvah 
 
 
marilyn.newberg@bethemethaz.org 
1stvicepresident@bethemethaz.org 
 

 Ritual Committee    
 
We look forward to seeing you at our services throughout the year.  
Do you have a special occasion or an upcoming Yahrzeit? Please let me 
know so that we can arrange for you to have an Aliyah at services. 
 
Want to learn how to dress the Torah or how to open the Ark? 
Let me know! 
 
Natalie Morrison 
natalie.morrison@bethemethaz.org 
3rdvicepresident@bethemethaz.org 
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Our Judaica Shop 
 

Do you create a special item that you would like us to sell in our Judaica Shop? 
Please contact me for information!! 

 
Stop by anytime Monday– Friday 9:00 am—noon!  Payments accepted by cash, 

  Credit card, check or Zelle! 
Susan Hersch, Judaica Shop Manager 

susan.hersch@bethemethaz.org   

 
Treasurer’s Corner  - Brad Friedlander, Treasurer 

 
Due to rising costs, we are planning to increase individual dues to $800 for 2026. 

This is subject to approval by the Congregation at the annual meeting. If you have an IRA, 
please consider using a qualified charitable distribution (QCD). A QCD counts toward your   
required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year and is not taxable. 
Please speak to your  financial advisor for details.  
You can include other donations besides your dues. 
 
Our Congregation’s restricted funds allow you to specify how your donation will be 
used. 
· Biblical Garden: The donation will only be used for the Biblical Garden project.          

A generous donor matched to $5,000 in new donations. 
· Torah Maintenance: The donation will only be used for the inspection and repair of 

our Torahs. Repair assessment starts in September. 
· Building Repair: Donations will only be used for costs to repair and update our   

building. 
 
Don’t forget to link your Fry’s Rewards account to Beth Emeth Congregation. You still 
get all of your benefits plus a portion of your total grocery receipt comes to us! 
 
Please contact me at treasurer@bethemethaz.org if you have any questions. 
B 'shalom, 
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Treasurer’s Financial Update 
 
Our congregation depends on your financial contributions to enable us to provide the reli-
gious services and programs you want. 

 

Financial Status 

As of Sep 21st, we have had $216,135.18 in income and $191,384.53 in expenses. 
Y This does not include roughly $20,000 in unplanned capital expenses. 
Y Bathroom repair 
Y Air conditioner replacement for both bathrooms, office, and kitchen 
Y Painting 

Dues 

We still have $5,754 in unpaid membership dues. 
 
We accept payment in multiple forms, shown in order of preference. 

Y Zelle payment to treasurer@bethemethaz.org 
Y Check 
Y Cash 
Y Credit card: We pay a 5% fee per transactions, so we only get $712.50 of a $750 pay-

ment. 
Donations 

Donations can be earmarked for the three restricted funds that need our attention: Bibli-
cal Garden Fund, Torah Maintenance Fund, and Bathroom Repair. 
Your Ritual donations for Aliyot, Yahrzeits, and other life-cycle events are a very im-
portant part of our income. 
 

B ‘shalom, 
Brad Friedlander, Treasurer 
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Yahrzeit Plaques 
 

We have many Yahrzeit plaque spaces  
available on our Sanctuary wall. 

Yahrzeit plaques can be purchased in memory 
of someone who has passed away or be  

reserved for a future use. 
 
 

Plaques are $350 each. 
Payment by cash, check, credit card or Zelle! 
 
Forms available in the Office. 
 
Please reach out to me for further information. 
 
Arnold “Arnie” Becker, Director 
Arnold.becker@bethemethaz.org 
 

 
Etz Chaim—Our Tree of Life 

 
 
I invite you to become part of the permanent legacy of our Synagogue.  
Through the end of the year, “leaves” on our  
Etz Chaim (Tree of Life) in our Lobby are just $99 
each!  
“Apples” are only $150! 
Buy them for yourself or a loved one!  
Or commemorating a special occasion! Let’s fill the  
Tree! 
 
Happy to discuss with you how to place an order. 
 
Tom Behrendt, President 
president@bethemethaz.org or  
office@bethemethaz.org 
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Our Biblical Garden 

Updates -   

The New Year is a great time to make a donation to the beautification of our       
property.  

So far we have received $11,994.00 in donations and have spent $6585.00, 

We thank everyone who has contributed. 

Whereas it looks like we have a surplus, we do not have enough to accomplish 
our design goals. 

Please contact us to discuss how your donation will make a difference! 

Marilyn Newberg, 1stvicepresident@bethemethaz.org 

Arnold Becker, arnold.becker@bethemethaz.org 

 
 

Beth Emeth Congregation of the West Valley Safety and Security, A Report 
Beth Emeth Congregation (BEC) offers a welcoming environment for religious services, 
classes and special events/programs. Ensuring the safety and security of everyone who 
enters our doors is of paramount importance.  
Our commitment to the physical well-being of our members and guests is accomplished 
in many ways. Safety and security measures are essential.  A secure environment fosters 
a sense of community, encouraging full participation and involvement. Planning ahead    
ensures a safe environment. 
To enhance the physical security of those who participate in Beth Emeth Congregation   
activities, an armed security team* is present at religious services and special events. This 
team of highly trained professionals play a crucial role in maintaining a safe environment 
for all members and visitors. In addition, bollards* have been installed at our entrance to 
prevent a motor vehicle intrusion and enhanced Access Control* and CCTV* systems will 
be installed in the coming months. 
Finally, recognizing that external threats and circumstances are not the only conditions 
which must be addressed under the heading of Safety and Security, an audible alarm    
system has recently been installed in the building, alerting those present, that should there 
be a fire or police emergency in the building, that timely action should be taken. 
 
Please address any questions or concerns to my attention. 
Arnold.becker@bethemethaz.org  
 
*Funded by US FEMA and administered by the Arizona Department of Homeland Security. 
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Sunday, October 5, 2025 
10/7 Honor. Unite. Hope | 2025  https://phoenixcjp.regfox.com/107-honor-unite-hope-2025 
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        Barry and Claire Maultasch  12- Oct 
    Michael and Judi Weinberg   19- Oct 
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OUR 2026 FILM FESTIVAL IS COMING!!! 
SAVE THE DATES - JANUARY 24 -26, 2026 

MORE INFORMATION TO FOLLOW!!! 
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The following Yahrzeits will be observed during Tishrei and Cheshvan. 
Kaddish may be said at Friday evening services (6:00 pm), and Saturday morning  

services (9:30 am) 

May their memories be blessed. 
As We remember them…. 

Date Hebrew Date Deceased Observant Relationship 

3-Oct Tishrei 11 Sol Becker Arnie Becker Father 

7-Oct Tishrei 15 Judge Joseph Goldstein Elinor Goldstein Husband 

7-Oct Tishrei 15 Martha Loebman Arthur Bennett Mother 

8-Oct Tishrei 16 Morris Cohen Gary Cohen Father 

11-Oct Tishrei 19 Julia Hamerschlag Marty Hamer Mother 

15-Oct Tishrei 23 Ben Hamerschlag Marty Hamer Father 

16-Oct Tishrei 24 Charles Grindstaff Lael Summer Son-in-law 

16-Oct Tishrei 24 Gertude Hoffman Evelyn Dragiff Mother 

18-Oct Tishrei 26 Sara Kesten Sandra Shedroff Aunt 

19-Oct Tishrei 27 Harold Wachs Marvin Wachs Father 

19-Oct Tishrei 27 Jake Lessner Marilyn Newberg Father-in-law of Rhoda Lessner 

19-Oct Tishrei 27 Abraham Koven Sheldon Koven Uncle 

19-Oct Tishrei 27 Freda Epstein Rosemary Abrami Mother 

21-Oct Tishrei 29 Leo Rothschild Jamie Rothschild Grandpa 

21-Oct Tishrei 29 Rose Lowenthal Joy Epstein Mother 

24-Oct Cheshvan 2 Edith Kornheiser Beverly Merchant Mother 

24-Oct Cheshvan 2 Myrna Colbert Jordan Colbert Wife 

25-Oct Cheshvan 3 Moses Weitzman Irene Weitzman husband 

25-Oct Cheshvan 3 Sidney Silverman Iris Silverman Brother 

26-Oct Cheshvan 4 Arthur Forster Paula Forster Husband 

27-Oct Cheshvan 5 Saul Zimmerman Arnie Becker Father-in-law 

28-Oct Cheshvan 6 Benjamin Koshar Louis Koshar Father 

28-Oct Cheshvan 6 Max Hoffman Evelyn Dragiff Father 

30-Oct Cheshvan 8 Berdie Friedman Ketzi Toney Mother 
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Todah Rabah for your generous support! 

High Holiday  
Donations 

Howard and Fern Emmerman  Biblical Garden  

Tom Behrendt Barry and Claire Maultasch  Arnold Becker  

Arnold Becker Loree and Joel Resnick  Marilyn Newberg  

Brad and Marlene  
Friedlander Jerry and Sylvia Levitt 

 
Paula Forster 

 

Paula Forster Stephen and Rachelle Lederman    

Melvyn Friedman Thomas and Laurie Lalla  Minionaire Donations  

Philip Gillenson Member - General Fund  Minionaires  

Sherry Lapham Saul and Sharon Rothzeid  Break the Fast  

Beverly Merchant Jordan and Rosie Colbert  Morrie Hesch  

Marilyn Newberg Brad and Marlene Friedlander  Ritual Donations  

Lael Summer Arthur and Barbara Bennett  Joan Rothfeld  

Evelyn Dragiff Yahrzeit Fund 
 

Kiddush Fund 
 

Susan Hinton Irene Lehrer 
In memory of Donald Lehrer 

 
Judith Weinberg 

 

Judith Gillis 
Joel Levine 
In memory of Susan Levine  

 
Yizkor 

 

Millicent Levy 
Sheldon Koven 
In memory of Samuel Koven 

 
Arnold Becker 

 

Arthur and Barbara Bennett 
Sheldon Koven 
In memory of Helen Koven 

 
Irene Lehrer 

 

James and Esther Toney 
Sonia Marshall 
In memory of Howard Marshall 

 
Susan Faludi 

 

Jordan and Rosie Colbert 
Bernard Rosen 
In memory of Sam Rosen 

 Launa Winegard and  
Benjamin Dahukey 

 

William Kram and Diane 
Shapiro 

Paula Forster  Nonmember - General 
Fund 

 

Marvin and Rita Wachs Donation In-Kind  Adrienne Kirschner  

Joy and Peter Epstein Brad and Marlene Friedlander  Millicent Levy  

Michael and Carol Madvig Tom Behrendt  
Charles and Marisela  
Erichsen 

 

Dov and Suzan Giloni   Reflecting donations posted 8/21-9/21  
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5786 Book of Remembrance Donations 
 

Arnold Becker Tom Behrendt 

Brad and Marlene Friedlander Sally Anne Hall 

Sheldon Koven Irene Lehrer 

Carol Loewith Sonia Marshall 

Marilyn Newberg Gyorgyi Rosenthal 

Judith Weinberg Evelyn Dragiff 

Arthur and Barbara Bennett Myron and Shoshana  
Perlmutter 

Saul and Sharon Rothzeid Jordan and Rosie Colbert 

Leah and Charlie Tarnor Michael and Carol Madvig 

Dov and Suzan Giloni Barry and Claire Maultasch 

Thomas and Laurie Lalla Paula Forster 

Morrie Hesch Reva Litt 

Lael Summer Beverly Merchant 

Barbara Newman James and Esther Toney 
 

Sheila and Marvin Rand Marvin and Rita Wachs 

Howard and Fern Emmerman  
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 October 2025 
Tishrei  - Cheshvan 5786 
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Our logo, created by our 
member, the late Max 

Gimpel (z’’l), is the Shield of 
David made into a  

calligraphic Interpretation of 
the Hebrew letters, Beit 
Aleph, which signify the 

name of our Congregation,  
BETH EMETH, House of 

Truth. 

   

 

Beth Emeth Congregation Board 
 
President        Tom Behrendt 
1st VP        Marilyn Newberg 
3rd VP        Natalie Morrison 
4th VP        Jordan Colbert                    
Treasurer        Brad Friedlander 
Financial Secretary     Susan Hersch 
Recording Secretary      Marlene Friedlander  
Corresponding Secretary     Irene Lehrer 
 
Directors   
Arnold Becker 
Arthur Bennett 
Leah Tarnor 
Harvey Zarensky 
Marvin Wachs 

 

Sisterhood President 
Ketzi Toney 


