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Professor Gary Rendsburg 
Seven Lectures Six Venues  

Nov 11-16, 2024   Register Now!  
 

ñBuilding Connections Within  
and Among Communities to Create 
Shared Learning Opportunitiesò  

 

Beth Emeth Congregation of the West Valley is excited to be a 
host to Professor Gary Rendsburg during his week of shared 
learning opportunities in the Greater Phoenix area. Dr. Rendsburg 
holds the rank of Distinguished Professor and serves as the 
Blanche and Irving Laurie Chair of Jewish History at Rutgers 
University, NJ, with positions in the Department of Jewish Studies 
and the Department of History. 
 
In addition to his lectures at Beth Emeth Congregation of the 
West Valley, he will be lecturing at venues in both the East and 
West Valleys.  The venues include Synagogues, Churches, 
Educational institutions and a Senior Housing development.  
This very special lecture tour has been made possible by a grant 
from the Center for Jewish Philanthropy, and the generosity of our 
Sponsors and Supporters. The contributions towards Dr. 
Rendsburgôs honorarium were made by each venue, and by our 
ticket sales. 
 
Prof. Rendsburg is the author of seven books and more than 200 
scholarly articles. He has produced two series for the Great 
Courses program, has lectured for Smithsonian Associates and 
for the Biblical Archaeology Society.   
 
He has served as visiting research scholar at 
prestigious universities both domestically and 
worldwide including Israel, England, Australia, 
and Rome.                                            (continued on the next page) 
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Hazzan Lev Ettelson 
 Spiritual Leader & Director of Education   

 
13702 W. Meeker Blvd., Sun City West, AZ  85375  
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(continued from the Cover)  

 
 
Dr. Rendsburgôs expertise covers history, archaeology, ancient manuscripts, and literature. We are 
thrilled to be able to bring a scholar of his caliber to the Greater Phoenix area.  We invite you to join us 
for any and all of these lectures that are of interest to you. 
 
Our appreciation to the Center for Jewish Philanthropy, and to our sponsors and supporters for making 
this possible! 

The venues, lecture topics, dates, times, locations, and contacts for registration are listed within this 
issue.  Registration and ticket sales are now under way. Please contact each venue individually for 
registration of lectures of interest to you. 

Professor Rendsburg will be at Beth Emeth Congregation on Wed November 13th and Saturday,  

November 16th, details for registration listed on pages 14-17 of this Observer. 

 
We look forward to sharing these great learning opportunities with you!  

 
 

 
 

We welcome you to join us  
  at all of our services! 
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  FROM THE DESK OF TOM BEHRENDT, PRESIDENT 
                    Beth Emeth Congregation of the West Valley 

 
   At the outset, the Board and I would like to thank all those that made our High  
   Services so beautiful and meaningful.  
    
   Starting with Reb Lev, his davening and insightful Sermons, the innovative use of 
the ñflipping page numbersò made it easier for people to follow the Service. We thank Matias Naiman-
Molina for his Torah reading and leading us in prayer so beautifully. To Sherry and Brad Davidson for  
explaining the Haftorah on the First day of Rosh Hashana. To Charlie Tarnor for his reading of the 
Haftorah on the second day of Rosh Hashana. To Howard Emmerman for leading the introductory 
prayers and chanting the Haftorah on Yom Kippur, and to Dr. Iris Johnson for reading the Haftorah on 
Yom Kippur afternoon. 
 
To Natalie Morrison,  who made sure the Aliyots and Ark openings were given to honor all the  
Members of Beth Emeth Congregation. 
 
To Arnold Becker and his Ushers for greeting Members, getting Members ready for their Honors 
and Aliyots on time, and maintaining decorum throughout the services. 
To Irene Lehrer and Denise Landes for compiling the Annual Book Of Remembrance.  
 
To Gary Cohen and Brad Friedlander for the Cohanim Blessing adding a beautiful ritual to our  
Services. To Marilyn Newburg, Barbara Bennett, and all those who prepared the Break the Fast meal. 
 
Finally to all of You for Your attendance in making the Holidays so meaningful and beautiful. 
Below is my Yizkor appeal as it is so important that we support Beth Emeth Congregation as our 
Home. 

Yizkor appeal 
 As I was preparing to write my appeal, I began to brainstorm what Beth Emeth Congregation means 
to me. I grew up listening to Synagogue Presidents give this speech repeatedly enumerating long lists 
of updates being performed followed by an ask for money. Fortunately,  I have no updates in that de-
partment as the air conditioning seems to work and the water is running okay! 
 
What I do have is a different kind of list, this a place where I have formulated my Jewish identity. This 
is a place where I received opportunities to help others and learn the true definition of Mitzvah. This is 
a place where I have celebrated and mourned with friends and family. Most importantly this is a place 
that I call home. 
 
To all the above, I ask are these things worth preserving? 
To me, Synagogues are and will continue to be the center of Jewish life and do not necessarily have 
to be bricks and mortar, but just the center of Jewish life. As you know, there is a rise in Antisemitism 
and according to latest study 67% of all hate crimes are directed to Jews. Now more than ever, we 
need to stand together! 
 
I must admit that I never understood the idea of asking for money on the Holiest day of the year. It 
always seemed misplaced and wrong to me, I came to realize that as Jews we do not pray alone, 
and we do not atone by ourselves Rather, we come together we stand and sit together hoping to be 
sealed for a good year. Having said all that, we agree that Beth Emeth Congregation and the  
community is important, and that praying together is important, so is  supporting financially  Beth 
Emeth Congregation most important! 

 

So, I ask you  - Will you make an investment in our community, into our 
Home, into our Beth Emeth Congregation?   
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 Reflections on Torah and Tradition    

Hazzan Lev Ettelson  

 
 
 
 
The  Torah view of time is unique among other systems. Ours is a  
lunisolar calendar; unlike the Muslim (lunar) calendar in which  
Ramadan can occur in any season and the Gregorian calendar which is  

completely disconnected from the lunar cycles, our months always begin on the new moon 
and the 15th is always the full moon. Our holidays are always in sync with the seasons, i.e. 
Pesach is Chag HaôAviv, ñthe Springtime Holidayò that always occurs on the full moon in the 
month of Nissan near the time of the vernal equinox. 
 
After the intensity of the month of Tishrei with four distinct yet interrelated holidays, comes 
Cheshvan, which is known as ñMar (bitter) Cheshvanò because it has no holidays. For me  
however, the 19th of Cheshvan is my father's first yahrzeit. In the 27th Psalm we recited from 
Rosh Chodesh Elul through Shemini Atzeret there is the verse: ñThough my father and mother 
abandon me, Hashem will take me in.ò There comes a time in the life of every adult when both 
parents are no longer in this world. I was nearly 60 when my mother died a few years ago,  
giving us an opportunity for reconciliation. My father lived long enough to see me lead my first 
High Holidays at Beth Emeth Congregation which was a tremendous blessing for both of us. 
 
This reminds me of a line from the Samurai's Prayer (ca. 1300 Japan): ñI have no parents, I 
 make the heaven and earth my mother and father.ò The next verse reads: ñI have no home, 
 I make awareness my home.ò There is a sense of poignancy here; With the passage of time, 
we are reminded of the fleeting nature of our lives. There is also an expanded sense of who 
we are. At times we may feel lonely, yet we are never truly alone. There are many ways that 
we can feel a greater sense of connection to that which is timeless. Whether through prayer, 
meditation, being in nature, learning Torah, creating art, dancing, exercise, loving, dreaming, 
writing or caring for others, ñThere are a thousand ways to kneel and kiss the ground; there 
are a thousand ways to go home again. (Rumi)ò In the words of Kohelet: ñFor everything there 
is a season and there is a time for everything under the sky: A time to be born and a time to 
die; a time to plant, and a time to uproot the plantedé A time to weep and a time to laugh; a 
time to mourn and a time to dance.ò   
 
Kohelet concludes with, ñRemember your Creatoré Before the darkening of the sun, the light, 
the moon and the stars; and the clouds return after the rainé Before the snapping of the silver 
cord, and the golden bowl is shattered; and the pitcher is broken at the fountainé after all has 
been heard; be in awe of G-d, and preserve the mitzvot, for this is the whole [duty] of  
humanity.ò 
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Member Spotlight ! 

 

Rosemary Abrami 

 

 

Beginning with this, the November issue of The Observer, I wanted to start  introducing you to our  

members. For those of our members who have been with the Congregation for many years, you make 

take for granted knowing everyone and for others, I thought it would be a nice introduction to get to 

know who is in our Congregation. 

It gives me great pleasure for me to introduce you to Rosemary Abrami. 

You may have seen her at Shabbat services in her very well coordinated outfits (hats included) or being 

on the Bimah to lead Musaf with her beautiful voice or attending Talmud study classes or Hazzan     

Ettelson referring to her as ñRebbetzinò. Outside of Beth Emeth, you may also have seen her delivering 

Meals on Wheels around town, volunteering at The Posse or she may have bound a book for you. 

Perhaps you attended one of her presentations on South Africa and Jewish life in that Country or 

other talks she has delivered. Well, she is all of this and more.  

Trained as a high-school English teacher, Rosemary left the classroom to enter the computer world as a  

programmer, moving on to systems analyst, programming lecturer, and eventually administrator of a  

programmer training and placement center.  After moving to the U.S. she scaled down the pressure by 

working in low-level office jobs across the country, depending on where her husband, Rabbi Leoôs (zôôl) 

calling led him.  During this time she developed a hobby into her calling, that of book restoration and  

binding, which keeps her happily busy for hours.  Her website is abramibookbindery.com if you want to 

see what she does. 

Rosemary immigrated (legally!) from South Africa in 1991, courtesy of an immediate relative petition by 

her late husband Rabbi Leo Abrami (zôôl).  He served as Rabbi of Beth Emeth Congregation of the West 

Valley from 2002 to 2006 and again for a year from June 2016 to July 2017, which is how she came to 

be living in a Sun City West. During his tenure she loved being the Rebbetzin and somehow canôt stop 

behaving as if she still is one - greeting visitors, working the room at functions, and trying to be friendly 

to strangers or anyone who looks lost, lonely, and/or confused. 

Her main interests are music, reading non-fiction, keeping in contact with her world-wide family      

members, and top quality dark chocolate.   Sheôs not averse to teaching, painting, sewing, and puttering 

in the garden when the weather allows but, she intensely dislikes working out 

at the gym so avoids that as much as possible. Next time you see Rose-

maryé know that she would love to chat with you! 

 

 

http://abramibookbindery.com
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From your Kiddush Committee! 

 
 

As we all know, the cost of food has sky-rocketed, and everyone is feeling the 
crunch. Many area Congregations have decided to serve a smaller Kid-
dush or none at all. 
 
We are hoping to continue with the same Kiddush tradition that we have al-
ways had of a Shabbat Kiddush and conversation...but only with your  
participation!  
This is your opportunity to make our Kitchen Committee/ Kiddush Fund a suc-
cess! 
 
We will continue to offer generous Kiddushism, but only if they are  
sponsored.  
Anyone interested in helping in the kitchen or in sponsoring a Kiddush? 
Please contact me via the Synagogue office. 
 
All my best!! 
 
Marasha Tikvah (Marilyn Newberg) 

            

         Aliyot (Ritual Committee)  

 
My heartfelt thanks to everyone who participated in our High Holiday services with  
accepting the honor of an Aliyah. Our services were more meaningful with your  
participation. 
 
Whether you attend our Thursday morning Minyan service at 9:00 am, our Friday night 
services at 6:00 pm or our Shabbat morning services at 9:30 am, know that you are add-
ing value. For this we are grateful! 
 
Just let me know via the Synagogue office if you would like an Aliyah at Shabbat  
services (for a Simcha or Yahrzeit) and we will try to accommodate you. 
 
I look forward to greeting you at services! 
 
Natalie Morrison 
3rdvicepresident@bethemethaz.org 


