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SABBATH CANDLE 
LIGHTING  

 
FEBRUARY   
      1  5:41 
      8  5:48 
    15  5:55 
    22  6:01 
     

GET READY FOR SOME VERY ENJOYABLE EVENTS 
THAT WE HAVE PLANNED FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT.  

PLEASE MARK YOUR 
 CALENDAR TO ATTEND.   

WE WILL BE GIVING YOU BROADWAY SONGS, A 
“FORGIVING SEMINAR”,  

 SHABBAT ACROSS AMERICA,  PURIM PARTY AND 
OF COURSE, KOSHER HOT DOG DAY.     

Broadway Songs  

by Jewish Composers 

Composers include Irving 
Berlin, Jerome Kern, Richard 
Rodgers, Jule Stein, Leonard 
Bernstein and others.  Songs 
you know and love from 
Broadway Shows of our gen-
eration. 

 

PURIM COSTUME 
PARTY 
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  Our President 2019  
February thoughts from your president: 

 While having a delicious piece of Belgium chocolate, I realized that life is like a box of choco-
lates. 

All shapes and sizes vary. 
 

A. Fillings may be sweet, or tart. 
 

B.  Not everyone likes the same flavors. 
 

C.  Opinions vary about Milk or Dark. 
 

D.  Some people do not like chocolate. 
 

E.  If you don’t read the labels, all chocolate is calorie and fat free. 

I understand and consider everyone’s opinion, and they are entitled to voice that opinion.  What 
I take offense too, is how that opinion is relayed.  I personally don’t take negativity well.  No mat-
ter how a person feels, that opinion should be given in a constructive way.  I hope that in the fu-
ture, please think before making a comment that might hurt someone’s feelings. 

January’s Musical Shabbat was lovely and delicious.  I thank you all for attending and staying for 
Shabbat services.  Leah Tarnor and Sonia Marshall gave up much of their time to come and help 
all week long.  I also thank everyone who offered their time.  I can’t thank them enough.  Ketzi & 
Natalie baked delicious Parve desserts to have with our tea after services.  Our duo of Rabbi 
Tracee and Sid Engel was most enjoyable. 

March is the time for Spring cleaning, remember the indoor yard sale.  We sold a lot of tools, ta-
bles, dishes, and unusual items.  If you are leaving for the summer, please consider bringing in 
your treasures before you leave.  

Last, but certainly not least is the success of our West Valley Film Festival.  Irene Lehrer, Harry 
Newman, Ketzi Toney, and their committee viewed many videos before choosing the ones that 
we saw.  Ketzi and Irene spent many hours preparing the food and we all agree what a great job 
they continue to do.  Many thanks to you.  Also, thanks to our sponsors for their donations to 
help keep this wonderful venue open for our West Valley community. 

 Shalom,  Marilyn Newberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Beth Emeth Observer                                                                                                                                                                          3 

 

 
 
 

 

 

FROM THE DESK OF RABBI TRACEE ROSEN  

 
The mysterious Jewish calendar 

 
Anytime we get together and discuss the timing of the Jewish holidays, someone al-
ways says, “Oh, the holidays are so early this year. Chanukah came at the beginning 
of December.” Or, “I can’t believe how late Pesach is next year. It lasts until the end of 
April.” Why do our holidays move around during the year, and how do they figure this 

all out in advance? Here’s a quick explanation. 
 
Since the dawn of history, ancient people had a concept of the month based on observing the stages of 
the moon in the night sky. The moon cycles from new to full back to new again every 29 ½ days. So in 
order to count full days, each month could be either 29 or 30 days long. In biblical Israel, the new month 
was declared by witness who testified to a court in Jerusalem about the time of the observed new 
moon, and its position in the sky. 12 of these months added up to 354 (12 x 29.5) days, and that is the 
length of the lunar calendar. 
 
As you can see, a lunar calendar is 11 ¼ days short of the solar calendar. That means, left to its own 
devices, Rosh Hashanah on the first of Tishrei, could happen one year on September 23. On the follow-
ing year, it would be September 12, and the following year on September 1. Those dates seem reason-
able. But three years after that, we would be celebrating Rosh Hashanah at the beginning of August, 
and in 10 more years, Rosh Hashanah would occur in May. Ridiculous, we think. But there are calen-
dars that do just that. The Islamic calendar is a purely lunar calendar, and their sacred days float 
throughout the solar year. 
 
For us, though, our 2 main pilgrimage festivals have always been tied to specific seasons. Passover 
MUST occur in the spring at the beginning of the barley harvest, with Shavuot following at the time of 
the first wheat harvest, and Sukkot must happen in the fall when we gather the bounties of the fall har-
vest. So a purely lunar calendar never worked for the Jewish people. 
 
Instead, the rabbis of old, would check for certain signs of the coming of spring, right around this time of 
year. Like the groundhog in American culture, if the buds were not yet appearing on the branches, and 
the flocks were not far enough along in their pregnancies, the rabbis would declare a “shanah 
m’uberet,” a “pregnant” year, or a leap year, where an extra 30-day month of Adar would be added, in 
order to push the calendar back to the correct seasons. 
 
This month we add in the 30-day leap month of Adar I. It means we have an extra month until we cele-
brate Purim in Adar II, and Pesach in Nisan. Enjoy these extra 30 days, and remember, that whenever 
the holidays come during the solar calendar, they are always right on time on the Hebrew calendar. 
 
Be happy, it’s Adar and Adar! 
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Broadway Songs  

by Jewish Composers 
Composers include Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, Richard Rodgers, Jule 
Stein, Leonard Bernstein and others.  Songs you know and love from 

 
 
Please join Sid Engel and Friends,  
Jan Rittmaster, Patricia Hundley and 
Bob Collins on Sunday, February 17th, 
2019 at 2:00 p.m. 

Beth Emeth Congregation 
13702 W. Meeker Blvd., S.C.W, 623-584-7210 

 
TICKETS ARE $18 IN ADVANCE; $20 AT DOOR 

RSVP BY FEBRUARY 14TH, 2019 
 

70 
SONGS IN 

2 HOURS!!! 
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11 Reasons Why We Don’t Forgive Others, 

and Overcoming Them.  

All In A Few Hours! 

 
Forgiving is one of the most difficult decisions a human being can make in 

their lifetime.  Is there someone in your life who you cannot forgive? 

 

WHY? 

 
Learn the answer to this question and many other important questions 

by attending this special presentation conducted by Robert Corbin. 

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:   

Rob Corbin began conducting programs on forgiveness 

shortly after losing his father to suicide in June of 2008. With 

the tragic death of his father, Rob had a realization of a truth 

that he never confronted in his own life. The truth of accepting 

that he had been living a life filled with anger, resentment 

and bitterness towards his dad for the extreme discipline he experienced 

at the tender age of 6 years old.  The truth hit hard.  He was living in an 

emotional cage for 46 years – and by his own choice! This choice resulted 

in pain and he was never able to find peace or forgive his father until it was 

too late.  

While the death of his father was tragic, at that moment Rob’s life took on a 

new purpose. Rob embraced the need and desire to learn and share with 

others how to forgive. To forgive both ourselves, and others is powerful, 

and forgiving is a decision we are free to make at any time. 

 

Thursday, February 14, 2019 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Donation $10.00 

Beth Emeth Congregation 13702 W.  Meeker Blvd. SCW 85374 

SPACE IS LIMITED R.S.V.P. TODAY 623-584-7210 www.bethemethaz.org  

It takes two to hurt 
But Just ONE to FORGIVE 

http://www.bethemethaz.org
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Due to personal reasons, Sandy has resigned 

her position effective immediately.  
 

Sandy has been the backbone of the Shul for 
many years and we want to thank her for all 

the hard work that she done for us.  
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SISTERHOOD PURIM BASKET ORDER FORM 

Write your name as you would like it to appear on the gift cards for the 
baskets you are ordering. Please write the names of the families who are 
to RECEIVE the baskets. 

1._________________________________________________________ 

2_________________________________________________________ 

3._________________________________________________________ 

4._________________________________________________________ 

5._________________________________________________________ 

6._________________________________________________________ 

7._________________________________________________________ 

8._________________________________________________________ 

9._________________________________________________________ 

10.________________________________________________________ 

  

If additional space is needed - Please attach another sheet. 

  

Total number of baskets @ $4.00/$3.50 (10 or more)        

         

 $ ____________  = TOTAL 

  

RETURN THIS FORM TO THE SYNAGOGUE OFFICE 
  ATTENTION: Marilyn Newberg 

             WITH YOUR CHECK 
  (MADE PAYABLE TO: BETH EMETH SISTERHOOD) 
     by Friday, March 8 , 2019. 
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  COME AND SHOP 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

SPRING CLEANING SALE 
 

30% OFF ALL ITEMS (except  kosher scrolls) 
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 20% OFF 

ALL HANUKKAH GIFTS 
 

FREE GIFT WITH $18.00 PURCHASE 
HURRY SALE ENDS 3/31/2019 
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BETH EMETH CONGREGATION UPDATE 
 MEN’S CLUB & SISTERHOOD  

 
 
 

 
The Boards of both Men’s and Sisterhood have voted that all members of 
Beth Emeth Congregation are also members of either Men's’ Club or 
Sisterhood without paying additional dues. We have taken this action so 
that all can more easily partake in the many great activities and Fund Rais-
ers scheduled by Beth Emeth Congregation this year. Men’s Club will still 
have the Cactus Hot Dog Days and Sisterhood will continue to do the Purim 
Baskets. The difference will be in that we hope that members and other 
volunteers or nonmembers will be active and join in the enterprises . It is a 
way to meet people and become involved.  
 
 
Alice Mason, Gene Cooper , and Norm Kurtz  
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 BETH EMETH HAVARAH APPLICATION 
 

 

New Beth Emeth Member Havurah Groups will be Forming.  Chavurot are 
small groups of Congregation members which usually meet once a month 
in each others homes.  Members decide when to meet and select where 
events take place.  The group runs itself and each group usually chooses a 
coordinator.  Everyone takes turns planning events.  Groups are usually 8-
12 people depending on size of home.   
 
If you are interested, please fill out application and we will start putting 
groups together.  One application per household. 
 

 
Name #1 _______________________________________ 
 
Name #2_______________________________________ 
 
Address________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
Email #1      Phone #___________   _____ 
 
Email #2________________Phone #_________________ 
 

INTERESTS 
 

Social ______     Museums_________ 
 
Dining Out__________________Holiday__________  
 
Theater____________________ Movies___________ 
 
Concerts____________________Shabbat Dinners____ 
 
Pot Lucks___________________Other Ideas________  
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 PURIM COSTUME PARTY 
 

It is that time of year again. 

Hamantaschen, 
  Groggers,Costumes 
And let’s not forget the 

 reading of the 
Megillah. 

 
 

 
Please join us on March 20th, 2019 at 
 6:30 p.m. for the start of our Purim  

service, costume contest and of course,  
hamantaschen for dessert. 
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Dear Member 

             This is a gentle reminder that if you haven’t paid your 2019 dues, 
please bring them to the office or by mail.  If you have paid them, thank 
you. 

                I hope to see all of you at our functions, services, and min-
yans.  We have so much going on at Beth Emeth, so please read your 
Observer.  If you have any ideas for programs and classes, let me know. 

                We are actively looking for someone to replace Sandy.  In the 
mean time, we are looking for volunteers to help answer the phones for 
a few hours a day. The synagogue cannot function on its own, we must 
work as a team. I am counting on all of us.  Thank you.  

Marilyn Newberg 
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              BETH EMETH SYNAGOGUE 
           13702 W. Meeker Blvd 

Sun City West, AZ 85375, 623-584-7210  
   1/3 mile North of R.H. Johnson on Meeker Blvd. 

         CACTUS KOSHER  
             HOT DOG DAY                                       

 SUNDAY, MARCH 24, 2019 
      11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

               
    1/4 Pound Hebrew National Hot Dog 

 

           Can of Soda, Chips & Condiments all for  

           $5.00 
 

        ALL ARE WELCOME, BRING YOUR               
          SPOUSE,  YOUR FRIENDS AND         

     NEIGHBORS 
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     HAPPY  BIRTHDAY   
     
4 Arthur Forster 
4  Adele Sacher 
4 Robert Summer 
7  Ketzie Toney  
13  Geri Cooper 
19  Norman Weintraub 
20  Wendy Engel 
22  Arnie Becker 
22 Rabbi Tracee Rosen 
23 Gene Cooper 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
 

 
 
5 A. David & Iris Silverman 

   
  A great big thank you to everyone for making this  

film festival such a huge success.   
 
 A special thanks to my co-chair Harry Newman and his wife Barbara 
for all of their help.   Also a special thanks to Ketzie Toney for her 
baking, refreshments and organizational help.  The kitchen staff and  
clean up crew were exceptional.   
 
Irene Lehrer 
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“Turn an ordinary Friday night 

into something extraordinary!” 
On Friday night, March 1, 2019, hundreds of 

synagogues across the continent will take part in 

an historic national Jewish event to celebrate 

what unifies all Jews — Shabbat! Everyone is in-

vited… singles, couples, families — all ages. 

That’s the magic of Shabbat Across America and 

Shabbat Across Canada. By participating in this 

continent-wide event, you will not only have the 

opportunity to experience Shabbat, but you will 

be sharing your experience with tens of thou-

sands of Jews across North America. 

No matter what your affiliation or which Shabbat 

Across America or Shabbat Across Canada loca-

tion you choose to attend, NJOP’s annual Shab-

bat program will give you a “taste” of Shabbat.  

Shabbat services, traditional rituals, delicious meals, beautiful music and lively discus-

sions.  These  are all important components of the Shabbat experience, as well as the 

opportunity to spend the evening with like-minded people, friends and family. 

PLEASE JOIN THE CONGREGATION FOR A SPECIAL DINNER AT 5:00 P.M., 

RIGHT BEFORE THE START OF OUR NEW BI-MONTHLY MUSICAL SHABBAT 

FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICE.  EXPERIENCE  DAIRY MEDITERRANEAN DISHES FOR 

EVERYONE WITH DESSERT FOLLOWING THE SERVICE.  PAYMENT AND RESER-

VATIONS BY FEBRUARY 22, 2019 ARE A MUST!  $10 BEC MEMBERS/$12 NON-

MEMBERS. 
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OBSERVER ADS 

 

TEN ISSUES PER YEAR—Sizes & Prices 

Business Card  .................................... $75.00 

1/4 Page  ............................................ $125.00 

1/2 Page  ............................................ $200.00 

Full Page 10x7.5 ……………….....…

$300.00 

One-Time Full Page Insert…………..$70.00 

Contact the office to place your ad 

(623) 584-7210 

 

NEW REDUCED 

PRICES 

 
Find comfort in our garden. It is tranquil 
in design and in harmony with its natural 
surroundings. The Biblical  Garden is a 
quiet haven in which to find solace and to 
rejoice in life.  
 
We welcome your participation in enhanc-
ing our garden through your generous 
contributions to honor, remember, or cele-
brate a simcha. 
 
An appropriate plaque acknowledging 
your gift will be placed on the DONOR 
WALL in the lobby of the synagogue. 
 

 
Suggested dedicated items 

Trees  .......................................... $500 

Shrubs ........................................$300 

Bulbs, Perennials, and 

seasonal flower displays .......... $250 

 

MUSHKATEL, ROBBINS & 

BECKER, PLLC  

Attorney 

15249 N. 99 Avenue 

Sun City, Arizona 85351 

623-889-0691 
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TREE OF LIFE 
Celebrate your 

 Simcha  
 

<Birthdays 
 <Anniversaries 
<Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
 <Graduation 
<Children 
 <Grandchildren 
<Family <Friends
 <Weddings 

 
Leaf    $200 
Apple    $400 
Small Rock   $600 
Large Rock $1200 

    

Honor your beloved  
departed 

with a Memorial Plaque 
in the Sanctuary 

 
BRONZE PLAQUE 

$350.00 
 

ALIYAH   HONOR 
Your Name engraved 

on an 
ALIYAH PLATE 

which is given out for 
honors 

at Torah Services 
$50.00 

 
To Order one of the 

above items 
Call 

Sandy Nonas 
623-584-7210 

CALENDAR OF REGULAR 
EVENTS 

(Exceptions do happen, so please 
check)  

 

 Executive & Board Meeting 
     3rd Friday of  each month -  
     10:30 a.m. 
  

 Minyan 
     Mondays & Thursdays -  8:00 a.m.     

 

 Friday Evening Services -  

     6:30 p.m. 

 

 Saturday Morning Services 

     9:00 a.m. 
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Jewish Family and Children’s Service (JFCS) 

 
Ellie Schwartzberg of Jewish Family and Children’s Service (JFCS) offers individual counseling, referral to 
appropriate resources and advocacy to Jewish people living in the Sun Cities and surrounding communities.  
 
This is a free program underwritten by the Jewish Federation. Ellie has a Master’s degree in counseling from 
ASU and has been at JFCS for the past 32 years working with an older population. She is  currently the Vice 
President of Geriatric Services at JFCS.  Ellie offers this program at the Sun Cities Community Services 
Building on Tuesdays (9451 N. 99th Ave. Sun City) and at Beth Emeth Synagogue (13702 W. Meeker, Sun 
City West) on Thursdays. Counseling addresses such issues as coping with bereavement and loss, care-
giving stress, long term planning and decision making, adjustment to chronic health problems, loss of inde-
pendence, depression, couples’ issues, communication and problem solving with adult children, etc. 
 
Ellie facilitates a Bereavement Support Group at Beth Emeth Congregation every Thursday from 1:00-2:00 
PM.  This group is open to anyone who has lost a spouse or significant other within the past two years. 
 

Please call Ellie Schwartzberg at 602-452-4660 for more information or to make an appointment. 

13425 W. Rimrock St., Surprise, AZ  

Phone: 623-544-7229  

Mgr/Owner: Sylvia Choy 

                                                                                                

“YOUR FAMILIES LOVE THROUGH US” 

 

SOME OF OUR SERVICES AND AMMENITIES 

 

24 Hour Certified Caregivers 

Alzheimer’s Care 

Phone, Cable TV, Internet 

Housekeeping/Laundry 

Beauty/Barber Service 

Home Cooked Meals 

Hospice and Respite Care 

Doctors Visits 

Restroom/Bathing Assistance\Medication Mgt. 

 

We celebrate Holidays, Birthdays and Anniversaries 

For Quality Care and Secure Comfort 

Visit Our Home 
 

MONTHLY RATE IS FIXED AT MOVE-IN AND WILL NOT INCREASE. 

  ALL SERVICES AND SUPPLIES ARE  

INCLUDED EXCEPT PRESCRIPTION MEDICINES. 

CC’s Adult Care Inc. 
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SINAI 

MORTUARY 

 
 

Family Owned & Operated Since 1971 
 

♦Raymond Perlman, Director 

♦Jonathan Perlman, Director 
 

Arizona's only Funeral Home endorsed 
by the entire Rabbinical Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

Every family meets with a licensed 

Funeral Director with over 10 years experience 

in a Jewish Funeral Home 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

602-248-0030 
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EyesWest Optical 

Eyeglasses—Contact Lenses 

The quality you want. 

The service you deserve. 

 

Scott Fineman 

Licensed Optician 

 

12801 West Bell Road, Suite 139  

Surprise, Arizona 85378 

(Crossroads Towne Center) 

eyeswest@aol.com 

623-583-0377 
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Help Support Beth Emeth! 
Did you know you can support Beth 
Emeth just by shopping at Fry's? It's 
easy when you enroll in Fry's Commu-
nity Rewards! To get started, sign up 
with your V.I.P Card , and select Beth 
Emeth Congregation as the local or-
ganization you wish to support. Once 
you're enrolled, you'll earn rewards for 
Beth Emeth every time you shop and 
use your V.I.P Card! 
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Sunland 
 

Memorial Park 
Mortuary and  

Cremation Center 
 

15826 Del Webb Blvd 
Sun City, AZ  85351 

 
Office…..(623) 933-0161 

 
Fax…..(623) 974-2111 
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PURIM 

COSTUME 

PARTY & 

SERVICES 

6:30 P.M. 
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Beth Emeth Congregation of the 
West Valley 

13702 W. Meeker Blvd., 
Sun City West, AZ  85375 

 
Phone: 623-584-7210 

Email: bethemethaz@gmail.com 
 

Web Site:www.bethemethaz.org  
 

Office Hours: 8 am.- 1 pm. M-T-F 
8:00 am - 12:00 Wednesday 
Thursday 8:00 am - 2:00 pm 

 

 

Our logo is a Shield of David made 
up of a calligraphic interpretation of 
the Hebrew initials of the Congrega-
tion, BETH EMETH, which means  

House of Truth. 

NON-PROFIT 

ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

SUN CITY, AZ  85351 

PERMIT NO. 73 

 

THE OBSERVER 

 
              

ARTICLES TO BE PUBLISHED  
MUST BE SUBMITTED BY THE   

 10TH  OF THE PREVIOUS MONTH 

 

Beth Emeth Congregation Board 
 
OFFICERS 

Marilyn Newberg  President 
Jordan Colbert  Vice President 
Rhoda Lessner  Vice President 
Irv Glorit   Vice President 
Rhoda Lessner  Acting Treasurer 
Cheryl Bookman  Acting Financial Secretary 
Shula Kantor   Recording Secretary 
Rhoda Lessner   Corresponding  
         Secretary 
 

DIRECTORS  

Cheryl Bookman  
Sid Engel 
Wendy Engel 
Gloria Greenberg 
Irene Lehrer 
Nelson Magedman 
Alice Mason 
Natalie Morrison 
Joseph Weintraub 
  

 

Sisterhood President 
Alice Mason 
 
Men’s Club  

President 

Gene Cooper/Norm   
Kurtz 
 

 

Or Current Resident 


