Beth Emeth Congregational Artwork & Activities

Like a small-but-beautiful gem in an elegant setting, Beth Emeth presents
congregational activities in a small-but-significant building. Enjoy a guided tour and
learn about the art, architecture and symbolism of the stained glass windows and
building appointments.

The Entry Window
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The Jewish Holidays

THE JEWISH HOLIDAYS

AND SYMBOLISM IN

SHABBAT has the most significance of all the obsers
wances. The Sabbath Lights are shown as well as a
Praver Book on which are written the words,
WP NAY, Shabbar Kodesh, Holy Sabbath,

ROSH HASHANAM |s the New Year and is observed
in the autumn as the beginning of a ten-day peviod
of serious and solemn soubsearching. It is marked by
the sounding of the Shodar, 3 ram’s hoen, recalling the
days in the wilderness when a sholar heralded great
maments and events. Today, the sound of the Shofar

Len the individual of

The Ten Days of Repenitance are culminated by YOM
KIPPUR, the Day of Atonement, a day of fasting, pray-
ing and refloction. This & the day when God decides
on the morality of each individual life, wesghs the good
and the bad, and determines the quality of that in-
dvidual’s life for the coming year. The Scales of Justice
symbolize that decision,

Fove days later, the joyous Festwal of SUKKOT, the
Foast of Tabernacles s celebeated. Sukkot is the first
of three festivals that in ancient days called for &
pilgri 10 the Temple in Jerusalem. Three impos-
tant are shown: the Lulav, the Etrog and the

The lulav, & padm beanch with willow and

myrtle, and the etrog, a citron, recall that this is a
harvest festival. The Sukkah evokes the temporary huts
the [sraetintes used during their wanderings. A Gate,
Great Pravse and is the seventh day of Sukkot when,
cling 8o tradi asan of Yom Kippur,

the Gates of Meaven are finally closed. SIMCHAT
TORAH, Rejoicing With the Torah, ends the Sukkot
holiday. This is the time when the cycle of reading the
Torah ends and begins. The last portion of
Deuteronomy is read and & immediately folfowed by
the first poetion of Genesis. A Torah with the word Bz,
Lm.dmxhwmboﬁmoﬂh Torah a3 the Tree

Life.

THE ENTRY WINDOW

CHANUKAH |s marked by the eghtbranched
candelabrum known as a Chanukiah, in ¢
ton of a documented historical event when a small
guernilla band of Jews bed by judah Maccabbee over-
came the might of the Greek empire. The Temple had
been desectated by these pagans. There was only
enough sacramental ol 10 st one day in the Great
Menoeah. But a miracle happened and it lasted fog
days, Thus the holiday is observed by kindling
lights for eight days.

Two very significant events in the history of the
lewish have happened in the twentioth cen-
tury. aust in which six million of our
bretheen perished is d d by Six Candles, the mid-
die four of which are Hebrew calligraphy for zachor,
Remember. A day on which 10 remember is observed
and is called YOM HASHOAM, Day of the Holocaust.
The establishment of the State of Israel & Coene
memorated by YOM MAATZMAUT, Day of Jode-
pendence. The Flag of Iseael symbolizes this boliday.

PURIM 15 a revel which recalls the redemption of
the fews of Persia froe the evil Haman. Queen Esthes
was the peime mover in that event and the Megiliah
(Book of) Esther is read. To signity Purim, the atist has
shown the Crown of the Queen and the Scroll of the
xiu&ﬂnm(ﬂ«nminl’m“

sc

PASSOVER, the second of the pilgrimage festivals,
commemotates the great exodus from the
of Egypt. The Hebrew word Pesach is spelled out in
the calligraphy of 4 Broken Chain, symbolizing the
of the fetters of slavery. The Cup is the Cup
of Elijah, an important feature at the Passover Seder,
4 ritual feast to mark the beginning of the holiday. The
Parting of the Red Sea, another of s miacks which
facilitated the Hebrews” escape, is also aoted in this
part of the window,

The final pllgrimage festival is SHEVLOT, the Feast
of Weeks and masks the passage of seven woeks since
the end of Passover, This is the moment when Moses
received the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai.




Judaism
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Until the twentieth century, the second Coenmancdment with its
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The Sanctuary
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The Twelve Tribes of Israel
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The Holy Ark

THE HOLY ARK

Syragogues all over the world have a Moy Ark, Arow Kodesh, & place of
honor and safekeeping fof the Torah. This follows the Badical ductates tor
the estabishment of 3 Tabermacke of the Law which takes up 2 good ded!
of the Book of Exodus and has minule prescriptons for size, structeto
Colors and materials. This Ark s 2 reflection of the armat's ue of that

IOsOUNce Malens

Thee Boors (Sew ment two pages) are surmocnted by the Tablets of the Law,
this version ghvng the first two woeds of each Cammuandment in gold tefied

The Nev Tamid, Fromal
Light, also a fxture in all
IYTRROEUWS, 1 MMedett 10 ex
press the ever presence of
Cod i this house. Here,
the design depkts the con-
Copt of cupped hands pro-
tecting the flame

The woeds abowe the
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TOW N 9 9Dt ¥
Do Lifoey Mi Ata Omed,
Be Aware bedowre Whomn
YOu are standbng

Biblical direction
coestuction of the Taber
nache as outheed in Dsodus
N1




Doors of the Ark

THE BRONZE DOORS

Tradtionally, whven the Torah s taken from the Ark

fsalah 23 s chanted. KJ Mitzion

« «« For out of Zion

Jerusalov is eentilizoned across the Ark dooes 10 express

the Law . .

. the guidepost for all of padaism,

Within the calligraphic design |s depicied the
sidered holy 10 Jews and = which there has been a

The feft door, with #ts sense of
loftiness and space conveys
the spiritual message:

TORAM, ANA | the Law,
represents the cornerstone of
Jewiih ethics and morality,

GoD, "
resides 0 the sewweth o
highest of the seven spheres
of heaven according 10 @
Biblical legend. The seven
circles  represent  these
res with God's name In
the innerment cieche,

PEACE, DS, Shatom,
is embodied in the last letters

ol o Jevunalems, the
of Peace. Turther, the
Vis depicted 3 the Westorn

45 the Cieadel of David,

Shechinah, the spint of God, hovers over the

OF THE HOLY ARK

10 b read during a senvice, the historic quotation from
shall go Sorth the ke and the word of the Lord from
the fecling for what lies behind the doors ., . the Torah,

architecture of the Old City of Jerusalem, long con-
contingous fewish population since Biblical times.

holy city of jerusalem across both diooes.
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Jerusalem has always been
the spiritual root of Judalsm,
It is remembered &t overy

service, its direction ks always faced during
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prayer, The hope to be there in the next your
s ahways voiced to conchude the Passover
Seder. For Jews, the name of |erusalem
ovokes an emotional response of both
hstorical and spirgual dimensions,




Chapel Ark & Chapel Windows

THE CHAPEL

Bebind the Etermal Light
rest the Lions of judah
flanking the Tablets of the
Ton Commandments

The Hebrew woeds read,
i Umimah,

Torat Ado-nwi 17
aven naMmn
The Law of the foed &
peviect Pudres 104

The doors recall the
Biblcal account of the
burning bush, The calh
graphic  inmerprotation
roadds, Vhasne ynaymu
wchad . and the b was
not camumed, The busn
Ing bush has often been
taken as a symbol of the
fewish peopie . . . small but
Indestructible because of
the Divine Spirit within

G 12

The Chapel is used for dady services Sor which a sinyan, guorum of ten,
Is required, and for small gatherings as may be needed

THE CHAPEL WINDOWS

. G

The Chaped windows sggnify the ageless symitiols of Shablut, the Sabbath,
The sanctity and reverence 1or Shabbat is rooted in the Fourth Command-
ment, Remember rhe Sabbath Day 10 keep it Holy. [xodus 208, Later on
in Deuteronoe y 512, the Chikiren of Iszael are enjoined 1o Observe the
Sabbath Day 10 keep it Holy. These two mandates have been inetpested
50 meam that ot least two lights must be lindled to begin the Sabbath. The
candle images in the window are lanked by the words, N3 Zachor,
Kemember and NWOT Shamor, Obsenve.

The righv window symbolizes the beginning of the Sabbath. Shabbat is
usisered it home s the famidy sits down for the Friday might mwad, (The
Jewinsh calendar counts days feom sundown 10 sundown.) The candles are
Iit aned an appeopriate blessing I recited, A benediction over the wine,
KIDDUSH, is made. Kiddash is an extended verson of the simple blessing
for wire, the List theee words of which, 1820 ™D KNI bovay plree
Augofon, the frad of the vine, may be seen across the top of the Kiddush cup,

A cecemany called Mavdalah, Separation, ends the Sabbath Day Satwr
day evening and & indicated in the left window. The separation is the divi
son between the hobiness of Shabbat and the muadaneness of the other
wewkdays. The theee edements of Mavdalah are showm in the window: the
braided taper consisting of two o Mmore wicks, the b'somim, spvce, box and
the wine cup with the inscription above 309 $72 13 51399 hamavdl bain
hadesh I'chal, . . . wiho makest 3 distinction between holy and prodane,




Memorial Wall

WALL MENORAH

The arist's desgn of a traditionad
menorah, the seven Lamgs rie from
# Shield of David.

N M EMORA L A Bab Ad)
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ey et thew d koved ones. Here at Emeth,
memmhaumdauanwh«ebmtwpbquuwhihwmsmm
are mounted i vertical rows. Above e the Hebirew woeds, L aecher Olam,
B 2318, which mean [n Memoriam.

The center & the site of the Holocaust Memorial with a commemarative
plague (see next xmmnonwmxmm “May the memory
of the righteous be for blessing.” This space is for the placement of pla-

of those whose current yahrzets are being observed, A yahrzeit is
1:‘ anniversary of the death and & remembered by ighting 3 memaoriad
lLamp adiacent 10 the plaque.

We must never forget . . .

The smmense proportions of
the Catast we call the
Holocaust has ed mary
artiats 1o remember it — each in
their own way, M.n Gimpel has
croated this calligraphc
soulpture,

A flame Is the universal symbol

of memoelal. Here, it is made
of the letsers which

Shima Yisrael, Hear O Liraol,

the peayer which doclares the

Jowish people’s eternal commit

ment 10 the One God and which

s the Last thing uttered by a

Jewish person facing death

The upraised arm show not

clenched tists of hostility but

open hands of suppication,

The 1laming Sh'ma ascends
from a mass grae where the
ulu;urhv speldls out the

irst Sour woeds of

1 Bolwve with & perfect Fash .
the chardt of the Jewish martyn
down theough the ages as they
went lo;’he:edu'l; in the sanc
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taken the KLY
which mean L and b further
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CHIRDREN, Thiss the word § s
meant 30 convey the annibdation
of whole families.

Al the Passover Sedet we are exhorted in the Haggadah (Seder book of

ritaals) that in every generation. each person is bownd 1o regard himself
as i be had j foeth from [gypt. Mere, in this sculptere, wm\
'\QMWU‘I‘ woed 1, the artlst wanks 10 impart the sigaificanc

oﬂhemchvdul Moﬂhouwholnto«mdlgﬂeuim lo
Jearn and 1o femember a4 if they 100, had ospernced
Bedowr the i(uumr isa e 00 which o wiritton 2 memorial as well
as two words, the Hebeew 1t zachor and the yiddah gedenk, PI3T33,
both of which mean R %




Rabi’s Study Windows & The Tree of Life (Etz Chayim)

WINDOWS IN THE RABBI'S STUDY
The Symbols of Judaism

I the Magen David, Shiefd (or Star) of David, 1oday Is a
universally accepted contemporary symbol of Judaism, it actually
had very btthe usage as such until the seventeenth century. ls adop-
1on s the symbol of the first Zionist Congress in 1837 completed
its acceptance as a universal signal of Jewi The M David
became sacred when it was used a symbol of shame during the
Holocaust. Because of its long usage, the Shield of David became
the principal element of the flag of Israel,

The Menarah has been the symbol of Judaism since the Divine
instructions given in Exodus 25:31. (See inside front cover.) Archeo-
fogical digs have unearthed the sevenbranched candelabra dating
back to 586 B.CL The number seven has many mystical connota-
tions in Judalsm: the seven days of Creation, the seven continents
and the legendary seven Beavens. Today the Menorah is the official
emblem of the State of Israel

TREE OF LIFE
ETZ CHAIM

The met. or of the Toeah as & Troe of Lite comes from Proverbs 318
N3 QPNVT XY BN YY M is the Troe of Lite for those who hold fast
00 . The tree will 18 with feaves &y congregants commemorate happy
octasons. a

The words Btz Chaim, may be seen in the trunk of the tree. L2

© - —

Mezzurah, literally, a dooepost; a small
contaimer, Usually decorated, which holds
4 rolled parchment. The mezzuzah s
alfixed %0 the doorpost. On the parcheent
are written passages from Deuteronomy
£4.9 and 111320 comsanding the
childeen of Israel to write them on the
doorpasts of thy howse. A merzuzab
marks the home as disinctively Jewish.




